


Founded in 2016, the Handmade Music School is a hub for traditional music  

education, celebrating the region’s rich musical heritage while fostering commu-

nity and creativity. Specializing in the art of handmade music, the school offers a 

variety of workshops, classes, camps, special events, and private lessons in traditional 

Appalachian instruments such as the banjo, fiddle, guitar, mandolin, and more. The 

Handmade Music School’s mission is to cultivate and strengthen community through 

experiences in music, dance, art, and food rooted in Appalachian traditions.

When we founded the Handmade Music School 10 years ago with a dream of 

providing experiences that would be transformative. Experiences that would help 

keep amazing local traditions alive and thriving while also serving our community 

and helping them grow and connect through the creative process found in music 

and dance. Through your support and your belief in our mission our community is 

stronger than its ever been. Now well into 2026, our 10th year anniversary year, we 

are excited about where the Handmade Music School is heading, with more inten-

tional programming, a new Handmade House home campus and a never more clear 

mandate to invest in our beloved community. We can’t wait to celebrate 10 years 

with you and look forward to the next 10 years!
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Mills Kelly - President
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Anne Reynolds - Treasurer
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Joseph DeJarnette
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Leigh McKagen - Administrative Assistant

Heather Krantz - Youth Programming Director

Meghan Brantingham - Bookkeeper

Kyler Stanley - Adult Programming Coordinator

THE HANDMADE MUSIC SCHOOL 
Cultivating and strengthening community  

through experiences in music,  
dance and art since 2016

Programming

The Handmade Music School is grateful for the support of the following oganizations:

Humanities 
Projects

HMS at The Floyd 
Country Store

FloydCountryStore.TV



FINANCIALS

Revenue 
2025

Donations & Grants	 40%			 
	
Program Income                42%

Floyd Country Store TV 
Subscriptions		         16%

Miscellaneous		         2%

Total: $251,632

Expenses 
2025

Personnel (admin & programming)	 60%			 

Facility Rent & Utilities          16%

Floyd Country Store TV 	  
expenses	                       16%

Marketing & Misc.                 8%

Total: $257,096



PROGRAMMING

Youth Stringband

Camps

Each week, 60+ children ages 7 - 13 

join us for the Youth Stringband 

Program. This weekly gathering is an 

opportunity to explore traditional 

music, dance, and arts from the Blue 

Ridge Plateau of Southwest Virginia. 

More expansively, it is a commuity of 

youth and families connected by their 

interest in learning about and takeing 

care of the traditions of our Appala-

chian people and places.

We offer camps for all ages throughout the year.  

The 6th Annual Floyd Old Time Get Together in March was 

a success, as was the 2nd Annual Step-A-Tune Dance week-

end in November — both were attended by musicians and 

dancers from across the United States. Each camp features 

extensive classes and workshops centered on Old Time and 

related traditions. In the summer we offer a camp for Youth 

(ages 7 to 13) and Teen musicians (ages 14 to 18), during which 

students are immersed in the traditional music and dance of 

Southwest Virginia. Morning and afternoon sessions feature 

instruction, performance, presentations and enrichment 

activities with visiting musicians. Integrated performance 

and growth opportunities are uniquely tailored for each age 

group providing unforgettable experiences! Overall, our stu-

dents leave our camps, feeling inspired, connected and part 

of a larger community of Appalachian tradition caretakers.



PROGRAMMING

Lessons

FloydCountryStore.tv

We offer private lessons for  

students of all ages in fiddle, 

banjo, guitar, mandolin, ukulele, 

voice, dance, bass, and mountain 

dulcimer. Our private lessons 

offer students of all skill levels 

to get personal attention from 

exceptional local musicians to 

meet their creative goals. We 

also offer duo sessions and band 

coaching sessions. 

Floyd Country Store TV is a streaming archive featuring 100s of hours of content �from 

the Floyd Country Store catalog, �with more new shows added regularly. Currently 

hosting over two thousand regular subscribers who can watch traditional Appalachian 

music & dance, live or on-demand, Floyd Country Store concerts, documentaries, field 

recordings and more from the comfort of their own home or device.


